
The Folly of Icarus
Nuclear Weapons and the Pursuit of Security

March, Rally and Action
for Nuclear Abolition

Saturday, April 21, 2011

Y12 Nuclear Weapons Complex
Oak Ridge, TN

12:30pm Assemble for march
Alvin K Bissell Park

Tulane Ave & Oak Ridge Turnpike

Long ago and far away, the master inventor 
Daedalus fashioned wings of wood, wax and feathers so he 
and his son Icarus could escape from the labyrinth in which 
King Minos had imprisoned them. As they rose above their 
prison and headed out to sea, it seemed their quest for safety 
would be realized, but it ended in tragedy and despair when 
Icarus flew too near the sun, the wax holding his feathers in 
their frame melted, and he plummeted into the sea which still 
today bears his name.
 Fast forward to not-so-long ago, when masters of science 
began their pursuit of security by harnessing the power of 
the atom and fashioning it into a bomb—and then another 
one, and another, and then tens, hundreds and thousands of 
bombs—all seeking safety and security, locked in a soaring 
arms race that became untethered from rational thought and 
contemplated, then drew up detailed plans for, the annihila-
tion of hundreds of millions of our enemies, and not only our 
enemies, but our own citizens.
 We in the United States still have thousands of thermo-
nuclear weapons, and we still have war plans that, if ever 
launched, will ultimately plunge each of us to the depths of 
our own, fiery Icarian sea.               [ turn the page to read more! ]
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 The lesson of Icarus is the organiz-
ing theme of the April Action for Peace 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee on Saturday, 
April 21. We will gather at Alvin K. Bis-
sell Park at 12:30 and set out shortly 
after on a march to the Y12 Nuclear 
Weapons Plant where, if the govern-
ment has its way, construction will soon 
begin on the first new thermonuclear 
weapon production plant in the United 
States in more than forty years—the 
Uranium Processing Facility. Along with 
the new nonnuclear Kansas City Plant, 

the UPF will extend US weapon produc-
tion capacity for decades to come. 
 “If you haven’t been out to Y12 in 
a while, this is the year to come,” said 
Shelley Wascom of OREPA’s Outreach 
and Organizing Committee. “Politicians 
will be deciding on funding to accelerate 
construction of the UPF this spring, and 
we have to send a strong message that 
our government should honor its treaty 
obligation to disarm rather than invest 
billions of dollars in a new bomb plant.”
 In addition to the march to the 

bomb plant, the day will include music, 
a performance by the OREPA pup-
petistas, and an action for peace that 
everyone can participate in at Y12. As 
has become a tradition each spring, 
we are expecting young people to take 
a leadership role in the rally at Y12 as 
they lay claim to a future free of nuclear 
weapons.
 You can find information about the 
April action on OREPA’s web site: www.
orepa.org.

The Folly of Icarus (cont’d)

 The Revs. Utsumi and Denise were recognized for their many 
years of dedicated peacemaking around the globe and especially in 
Oak Ridge with the 2012 Peacemaker Award, presented February 25 
at Church of the Savior in Knoxville.
 Utsumi and Denise are regular fixtures, drumming and chanting 
and keeping vigil, at events at Y12. They are also the force behind the 
Great Smoky Mountains Peace Pagoda in Cocke County, Tennessee. 
When it is finished (six years from now!) it will stand as a sentinel of 
life against the work of death at Y12.

Celebrating Peacemakers

 On Sunday, February 26, Beth Rosdatter was recog-
nized by the Central Kentucky Council for Peace and Jus-
tice with their Peacemaker Award at their annual meeting 
and banquet in Lexington, KY.
 Above, Kerby Neill presents Beth with the award, a 
framed collection of pictures from her arrest at the Y12 
Nuclear Weapons Complex in Oak Ridge in July 2010. Beth 
served 30 days in prison for trespassing across the barbed 
wire fence encircling the bomb plant in an effort to call at-
tention to the United States’ disregard for its treaty obliga-
tions. Looking on is Richard Mitchell.

the oak ridge
environmental peace alliance
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Supersized & Superpriced!
      UPF in Oak Ridge gets the nod from Obama

$340 Million in budget to “accelerate construction” 

Is There an Alternative?
The alternative to the grossly overblown proposal to build an expensive new facility is to con-

solidate and downsize operations required for stockpile stewardship in existing facilities, upgrading
where necessary to meet environmental and safety requirements. The latter task is already being done
at the Oak Ridge Y12 facility.

In addition, the infrastructure requirements for a growing mission at Y12 -- the dismantlement of
nuclear warheads -- should be analyzed. A new, dedicated dismantlement facility, which incorporates
new technologies, should be considered. It could address the 15-year backlog of thermonuclear
secondaries awaiting dismantlement at Y12.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Congress and the Obama Administration should step back from funding for the 
UPF and examine the need for the facility. Any purported benefit should be weighed
against the nonproliferation cost of a new weapons production facility.

• Congress and/or the Obama Administration should commission an independent 
evaluation of the need for Life Extension projects for Highly Enriched Uranium 
secondaries similar to the JASON study on the long-term reliability of plutonium
pits. Any future production plans should at least be demonstrably necessary.

• Expenditures for production activities at Y12 should be sized to meet the actual 
mission needs. Current operations can be downsized and consolidated in existing
facilities. This modernization policy would be most appropriate to the conditions
and mission requirements for Y12.

• Plans for the future of uranium operations at Y12 should reflect a realistic vision of
the future, which includes a declining need for production capacity and an increasing
demand for dismantlement.

• DOE should undertake a study of the capacity and projected need for existing 
facilities at Oak Ridge’s Y12 complex to determine whether a dedicated dismantlement
facility is advisable.
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The President’s budget was good news/bad 
news: funding for the CMRR-Nuclear Facility in Los 
Alamos was cut to zero (cue cheers)—but much of it was 
redirected to accelerate construction of the Uranium Pro-
cessing Facility in Oak Ridge, $340 million for the fiscal 
year that begins next October.

As we predicted last year, the effort to stop Oak 
Ridge’s new bomb plant now shifts to Congress where, 
despite a lot of noise about fiscal restraint, Republicans 
and a fair number of antsy Democrats are pushing for the 
funding. Some are even arguing to restore the CMRR-
NF funding which, in the President’s budget, is not dead, 
just deferred for five years. 

While the debate swings favorably toward us no 
matter how you frame it, it is not clear we have the politi-
cal clout to make the budget conform to what common 
sense, morality, fiscal responsibility, treaty obligations and 
current US nuclear policy would dictate.

Enter Markey
 Congressman Ed Markey stepped up to challenge the 
President’s budget with his own legislation—the Smarter 
Alternatives to Nuclear Expenditures (SANE) Act of 
2012(HR 3974). OREPA was delighted to sign on to 
support Markey’s bill—he called for cutbacks across the 
board, including eliminating the big-ticket items: the 
UPF, the CMRR-NF, and the MOX plant being built at 
Savannah River.
 Markey’s legislation garnered the support of 34 other 
members of the House, which is not enough to pass it, 
but it will open a conversation about the priorities and 
justifications for major weapons programs and, eventually, 
pieces of it may be amended to spending bills. 

Pushback
 Almost immediately, Rep. Michael Turner, who sits 
on the House committee that will handle Energy and 
Water appropriations, fired back. He released two let-
ters. One went to the President, calling Obama out for 
weakening the United States by not bloating the nuclear 
weapons budget even more (funding for “directed 
stockpile work” is up 11% in the President’s budget). 
The second was to his colleague Markey, inviting him to 
travel to Oak Ridge and Los Alamos to see the facili-
ties there. He also attached photos of the deteriorating 
conditions at both facilities that justify building the new 
bomb plants.
 Turner’s letter marked the first documentation of the 
need for the UPF beyond the National Nuclear Security 
Administration’s assertion that the old facility is in bad 
shape, so we were anxious to see the pictures.
 Surprise! They were mostly old electrical load centers, 
clearly outdated, one of them pitted by rust on the out-
side cover. One caption noted that parts for the vintage 
equipment had to be scavenged from other equipment 
because they aren’t made any more.
 OREPA responded with an analysis of the pic-
tures—the cost of replacing an electrical box would likely 
be less than $2,500, allowing for government contractor 
padding and NNSA incompetence in tracking money 
(according to a Government Accounting Office report 
released last month). A few of the pictures indicated 
bigger problems—stuck valves on rusty pipes in a dirty 
basement and thirty year-old heating/air conditioning 
units in need of replacement. But the photos actually 
supported OREPA’s contention that the facilities can 
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be upgraded/replaced for far less than the 
$7.5 billion it will cost to build the UPF. 
There were no pictures of structural dam-
age or other physical deteriorating that 
would require a new facility.
 OREPA’s post on the pictures was 
popular in DC—it was cited by the 
Project on Government Oversight which 
added a picture of their own—a shelf with 
rust remover and spray paint.

The truth
 The truth about Building 9212 is 
not easy to come by if you don’t have the 
Q-clearance to go in and have a look 
for yourself. There may indeed be severe 
damage in parts of the huge facility, and 
judging from the pipes in the basement, 
neglect has contributed to the current state 
of the building—what’s with that, anyway? 
A “critical” nuclear weapons facility and 
they just let it go to pot? On whose watch 
were things left to get this bad?
 But it’s also quite likely that OREPA’s 
proposal—to down-size operations and 
consolidate them in a refurbished section 
of the massive Building 9212 complex—is 
reasonable. And the pricetag would come 
in way under $7.5 billion.
 Over the last three years, the NNSA’s 
own statement of need for the new bomb 
plant has been downgraded from “essen-
tial to its ability to meet national secu-
rity requirements regarding the nation’s 
nuclear deterrent,” and “needed for NNSA 
to maintain its basic nuclear weapons 
capabilities,” (December 
2008) to “Given the risks 
of intermittent shutdown 
associated with current 
facilities…, immediate 
investments are needed in 
uranium capabilities and 
therefore, a new Ura-
nium Processing Facility is 
planned.” (May 2010)
 In other words, at the 
same time the pricetag 
for the UPF was doubling 
from $3.5 billion to $7 bil-
lion, the need for the bomb 
plant was fading from 
“essential to meet require-
ments” to a really expen-
sive way to avoid “risks of 
intermittent shutdowns.”
 And what NNSA does not point out 
(and Rep. Turner fails to mention), is the 

ongoing invest-
ment of tens of 
millions of dol-
lars in upgrades 
already underway 
at Building 9212. 
More than $75 
million was spent 
on new equip-
ment and system 
upgrades last 
year—in 2009, 
the Y12 Ten Year 
Plan said the 
facility could be 
brought up to 
current environ-
mental, safety and 
health standards 
with $100 million in seismic, ventilation 
and other upgrades.
 You don’t  need the supercomputer 
at Oak Ridge National Lab to run those 
numbers and come up with a clear an-
swer—the current facilities can be mod-
ernized in place for a LOT less than $7.5 
billion.

Why the UPF?
 This is the $7.5 billion question. 
 According to the NSSA’s Final Site 
Wide Environmental Impact Statement, 
the mission of Y12 can be met with a 
production capacity of 10 warheads/year. 
This capacity is needed to replace com-
ponents that might be destroyed during 

the routine surveillance 
and maintenance the 
nuclear arsenal under-
goes constantly; the 10 
warheads/year capacity 
would also allow for 
“limited life extension 
programs,” according to 
NNSA.
 But the $7.5 bil-
lion UPF is being sized 
to have a production 
capacity of 80 warheads/
year. That’s right. Get 
out that calculator and 
run the numbers and the 
excess capacity we are 
paying for is…700%. 
 Hey, I get it. Most 
of us would like a little 

extra space once in a while. There are 
times (usually when I need to clean it out) 

when I could stand one more shelf in my 
refrigerator and wonder if I should have 
gone with 18 cubic feet instead of 15. But 
imagine your kitchen if the Home Depot 
Fairy came to your house and made your 
refrigerator 7 times bigger than it is now, 
and you realize that at some point you 
cross the line and are in the Land of Ridi-
cule.
 The real reasons for the UPF must 
be something other than meets the eye. 
Either the US is investing in massive 
new production capacity in order to build 
new nuclear weapons, or we are creating 
a massive construction project to employ 
500 people to tie rebar, bend conduit, and 
install microwave ovens from a science 
fiction movie. For ten years—after that the 
new bomb plant will run with less people 
and Y12 will face layoffs of  up to 40% of 
the workforce. Plus the construction work-
ers.
 Neither the jobs program (you could 
hire a lot more than 500 teachers for $7.5 
billion) nor the new bomb production (a 
clear violation of our national policy and 
the Nonproliferation Treaty, not to men-
tion a stunningly stupid political move) are 
salable on Capitol Hill—so we are dealing 
with a chimera backed by deep pockets.

Is There an Alternative?
The alternative to the grossly overblown proposal to build an expensive new facility is to con-

solidate and downsize operations required for stockpile stewardship in existing facilities, upgrading
where necessary to meet environmental and safety requirements. The latter task is already being done
at the Oak Ridge Y12 facility.

In addition, the infrastructure requirements for a growing mission at Y12 -- the dismantlement of
nuclear warheads -- should be analyzed. A new, dedicated dismantlement facility, which incorporates
new technologies, should be considered. It could address the 15-year backlog of thermonuclear
secondaries awaiting dismantlement at Y12.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Congress and the Obama Administration should step back from funding for the 
UPF and examine the need for the facility. Any purported benefit should be weighed
against the nonproliferation cost of a new weapons production facility.

• Congress and/or the Obama Administration should commission an independent 
evaluation of the need for Life Extension projects for Highly Enriched Uranium 
secondaries similar to the JASON study on the long-term reliability of plutonium
pits. Any future production plans should at least be demonstrably necessary.

• Expenditures for production activities at Y12 should be sized to meet the actual 
mission needs. Current operations can be downsized and consolidated in existing
facilities. This modernization policy would be most appropriate to the conditions
and mission requirements for Y12.

• Plans for the future of uranium operations at Y12 should reflect a realistic vision of
the future, which includes a declining need for production capacity and an increasing
demand for dismantlement.

• DOE should undertake a study of the capacity and projected need for existing 
facilities at Oak Ridge’s Y12 complex to determine whether a dedicated dismantlement
facility is advisable.
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Please don’t feed the beast

If the Home Depot 

Fairy comes to your 

house and makes 

your refrigerator 7 

times bigger than it 

is now, at some point 

you are living in the 

Land of Ridicule.

Me hungry. Me eat 
money for schools.
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OREPA needs your help to 
take our message to Washing-
ton, DC. You can contribute 
on line at www.orepa.org or 
send a check to P O Box 5743, 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831.



 The only way to get through to Congress is with numbers. 
Most members appear to appreciate the numbers that have dol-
lar signs in front of them on checks made out to their campaign 
coffers. We’re a long ways away from being able to compete with 
B&W Y12, Bechtel, or the other giant corporations that deposit 
and withdraw from the Congressional bank.
 So we need to weigh in with the other numbers that 
count—the number of voices of voters who care enough to 
speak up.
 To be effective, we need to do at least three things:
 Keep the issue on the table. We do this with Letters to the 
Editor (really important!) that call out your elected reps. One 
letter from each of us, in our local paper, translates into a thou-
sand letters in hundreds of papers across the country. Believe 
me, they’ll notice.
 Weigh in with your elected representatives. E-mail is good, 
phone calls are better, and visits are best. You can meet with staff 
in their local office—two or three make a great delegation. Ask 
for a photo while you’re there. Lay out your position matter-of-
factly and urge them to pass the message along. Be clear what 
you want, and ask what your Senator or Representative can do. 
You probably won’t get a straight answer right off, but follow up 
in a week or so with a phone call!
 Share this information with others and ask them to act. Any 
group you belong to has someone who cares about the future—
at church or school, a civic group, your bridge club, the people at 
work. You can put it on your Facebook page, or post a note on 
twitter.
 OREPA is on the front line of this struggle to stop the 
funding for the UPF, and we need resources to go to DC with 
our message, to print newsletters, to stay on top of the issue and 
pass along to you the information you need to make a difference. 
So one important thing you can do is write a check to OREPA.

 

Our message is straightforward:
 • We can’t afford a new $7.5 billion bomb plant.
  The NNSA says it can remodel the old bomb plant and 
bring it up to code for $100 million and they are doing it right 
now. So why are we building a new Superpriced bomb plant?
 • The UPF as proposed is 7 times bigger than NNSA says 
they need.
  NNSA says they can fulfill their mission with a capacity 
of 10 secondaries and cases/year; so why are they Supersizing 
the UPF at 80 secondaries and cases/year?
 • What we really need in Oak Ridge is expanded dismantle-
ment capacity, not production.
 There is a fifteen year backlog of components awaiting 
dismantlement in Oak Ridge, and the President is looking at 
deeper cuts in the stockpile. Why are we investing in expanded 
production capacity instead of increasing our dismantlement 
capacity?
 • Decisions about the nuclear weapons infrastructure must 
reflect national policy and the nation’s future needs.
 The President has declared us committed to a world free of 
nuclear weapons. The current trajectory is clear: dismantlement 
needs are growing, production needs are diminishing. Future 
projections are for more of the same.
 • The Supersized, Superpriced UPF undermines our secu-
rity goals.
 The United States’ efforts to persuade countries like Iran 
to renounce nuclear ambitions are doomed to fail if we invest 
heavily in new production facilities. Global nonproliferation 
and security campaigns are not divorced from human nature or 
common sense. To be effective, we have to have credibility, and 
the UPF is the opposite of nonproliferation.
 
 

WHAT TO DO WHAT TO SAY

Judith Hallock
 Judith Hallock was one of OREPA’s 
three co-founders way back in 1988. 
She remained deeply involved—the only 
one of our founders to stay so deeply 
connected—over the next 23 years. She 
not only offered her strong support, she 
encouraged others to support OREPA’s 
work, to find their way to resist the 
scourge of nuclear weapons.
 On August 6, 1988, Judith, along with 
four other people, established the tradi-
tion of civil resistance in Oak Ridge; she 
and Myra, Chris, Doug and Jeff were the 
first people ever arrested in a nonvio-
lent action for peace at the Y12 plant.  
 She would be arrested there several 
more times over the years. Her most re-
cent resistance action was July of 2010.

 For years she served on OREPA’s 
decision-making council. She always 
brought not only her thoughtful com-
mitment to the cause, but her deep 
concern for the people in the room.
 When she asserted herself in one 
meeting and insisted that she be ac-
corded respect, not diminished because 
of her gender, it changed not only the 
tenor of that meeting, but the character 
of our organization.
 She was often quiet, but when she 
spoke, her contributions came from 
deep reflection and invariably moved us 
toward a decision that was clearer and 
better. She brought light.
 Judith was a remarkably kind person 
who brought all of herself to everything 
she did. She died on January 13, 2012 
after being diagnosed last May with a 

brain stem glioma.
 Judith’s light has illuminated our way 
over the last 25 years and will shine 
before us going forward. 
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Is There an Alternative?
The alternative to the grossly overblown proposal to build an expensive new facility is to con-

solidate and downsize operations required for stockpile stewardship in existing facilities, upgrading
where necessary to meet environmental and safety requirements. The latter task is already being done
at the Oak Ridge Y12 facility.

In addition, the infrastructure requirements for a growing mission at Y12 -- the dismantlement of
nuclear warheads -- should be analyzed. A new, dedicated dismantlement facility, which incorporates
new technologies, should be considered. It could address the 15-year backlog of thermonuclear
secondaries awaiting dismantlement at Y12.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Congress and the Obama Administration should step back from funding for the 
UPF and examine the need for the facility. Any purported benefit should be weighed
against the nonproliferation cost of a new weapons production facility.

• Congress and/or the Obama Administration should commission an independent 
evaluation of the need for Life Extension projects for Highly Enriched Uranium 
secondaries similar to the JASON study on the long-term reliability of plutonium
pits. Any future production plans should at least be demonstrably necessary.

• Expenditures for production activities at Y12 should be sized to meet the actual 
mission needs. Current operations can be downsized and consolidated in existing
facilities. This modernization policy would be most appropriate to the conditions
and mission requirements for Y12.

• Plans for the future of uranium operations at Y12 should reflect a realistic vision of
the future, which includes a declining need for production capacity and an increasing
demand for dismantlement.

• DOE should undertake a study of the capacity and projected need for existing 
facilities at Oak Ridge’s Y12 complex to determine whether a dedicated dismantlement
facility is advisable.
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7.5 BILLION DOLLARS fOR A SupeRSIzeD,
SupeRpRIceD BOmB pLANt IS BuDget INSANIty.

       The Budget & The Bomb 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 • 7:00pm
St. James Episcopal Church

1101 North Broadway • Knoxville, TN

and You
!

You can be one of the people who speaks and acts 
to redirect federal spending from bomb plants to 
programs that meet real human needs.
 
If you live in East Tennessee, you have a special 
responsibility for what is happening in Oak Ridge.

Join members of the Oak Ridge Environmental 
Peace Alliance on March 31 for an evening of 
learning, fun, food, music, and action. We’ll give 
you a chance to write a letter that could change the 
world.

sponsored by
The Oak Ridge

Environmental Peace Alliance
www.orepa.org

oak ridge environmental peace alliance

p o box 5743
oak ridge, tn 37831
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