
  

 

 

July 22, 2013 

The Honorable Amul R. Thapar 
United States District Judge 
US District Court 
35 West Fifth Street 
Covington, KY 41011 

Your Honor, 

I am writing on behalf of Greg Boertje-Obed, Megan Rice, and Michael Walli, who await sentencing in your 
court in September 2013 for their act of nonviolent civil resistance at the Y12 Nuclear Weapons Complex in 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee on 28 July, 2012. We recognize these people as colleagues in the struggle to create a 
more just and peaceful world and commend their action, carried out in a spirit of hope and compassion for the 
earth and all its inhabitants. 

The court faces a great challenge—making a careful distinction between persons who act in clear conscience, 
guided by a moral vision, and others whose actions may be self-serving or maleficent in nature. In cases like 
these, the law is sometimes incapable of making such distinctions. The burden of seeking a just disposition then 
falls to the jurist who will render a sentence. 

 We appeal to you to consider the nature and intention of these three who stand with dignity in a long line of 
men and women who have taken nonviolent actions throughout history to appeal to the conscience of society 
and its institutions for the advancement of justice, freedom and peace. Too often, courts have exacted a heavy 
price for such acts of conscience. It does not need to be this way. 

The actions of Greg Boertje-Obed, Megan Rice and Michael Walli required not only clarity of purpose, but also 
great courage. Some of these same qualities may be required of you, Your Honor, as you approach your 
sentencing decision. We ask that you embrace the deepest meaning of justice. What is moral is not always legal 
in our courts, but it must be in our hearts. We ask you to listen to the law, and to your mind, and also to your 
heart; wisdom and justice require the drawing together of all three. 

Thank you for your consideration of my appeal. 

 

Mairead Corrigan Maguire 

1976 Nobel Peace Laureate 

The Peace People, 224 Lisburn Road, Belfast BT9 6GE, Northern Ireland 
Phone: 0044 (0) 28 9066 346 
Email: mairead@peacepeople.com 


